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Biographical Note

The Reverend Ezra Ferris was born on April 26, 1783 in Stanwich, Connecticut to Isaac and Mary
Sherwood Ferris. He was one of nine children. He attended Philadelphia Medical College and was
a practicing doctor. He married Catherine (Caty) Thornell on December 5, 1804, with whom he had
ten or twelve children. They moved to Lawrenceburg, Indiana in 1807 and served as one of the first
Baptist ministers in that part of the state, pastoring a church in Lawrenceburg for more than thirty years.
Catherine died November 14, 1843. He later married Amanda German Abbott on November 6, 1847 (she
had four or five children from her first marriage which ended in divorce). They may have had a child
together.

He represented Dearborn and Ripley Counties in the Indiana House and Senate from
1816-1822,1826-1827 and 1830-1831. His brother Abram and nephew Benjamin also served in the
Indiana General Assembly. He operated an apothecary shop and furniture business, taught, was the
author of a book about Miami County, Indiana, a justice of the peace and on the board of the Farmers'
and Mechanics' Bank in Madison, Indiana. He was a Whig. He died April 18, 1857 and is buried in the
Greendale Cemetery in Greendale, Indiana.

"Ferris, Catherine (Caty) Thornell". Find a Grave Memorial. Retrieved 2014/12/09. http://
www.findagrave.com

"Ferris, Amanda German". Find a Grave Memorial. Retrieved 2014/12/09. http://www.findagrave.com

"Ferris, Ezra". (1980). In A biographical directory of the Indiana General Assembly . (v.1, p. 125).
Indianapolis, IN: Indiana Historical Bureau. Print. ISLI 920 B15G

"Ferris, Ezra". Find a Grave Index, 1600s-Current. Retrieved 2014/12/09. http://www.findagrave.com

"Ferris, Rev. Ezra". Find a Grave Memorial. Retrieved 2014/12/09. http://www.findagrave.com

Scope and Contents

This collection includes documents from Ezra Ferris in Corydon, Indiana on 1817/12/28 regarding a
proposed law in the Indiana General Assembly concerning the Farmers' and Merchants' Bank of Indiana.

Arrangement
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This collection is arranged chronologically.

Administrative Information

Publication Information

Rare Books and Manuscripts

Conditions Governing Access

This collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Use

Legal title, copyright, and literary rights reside with Rare Books and Manuscripts, Indiana State Library,
Indianapolis, IN. All requests to publish or quote from manuscripts must be submitted to Rare Books and
Manuscripts.

Custodial History

This collection was received by Rare Books and Manuscripts as a donation from E. S. Rees on
1934/12/04.

Accruals

No further additions are expected.

Processing Information

Collection processing completed 2014/12/09 by Edythe Huffman. EAD finding aid created 2014/12/09 by
Edythe Huffman.

Controlled Access Headings

Corporate Name(s)
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• Farmers' Merchants' Bank of Indiana.
• Indiana General Assembly.

Geographic Name(s)

• Corydon (Ind.)

Subject(s)

• Banks and banking--Law and legislation
• Documents


